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just a few of the facts that UNAIDS released last week. Asia now accounts for nearly 7 and 1 2 million people
living with HIV. Last year alone, half a million died from AIDS and more than twice as many - 1. 1 million - were
infected with HIV. In fact, 1 in 4 new infections worldwide occurred in Asia in 2003, compared to 1 in 5 in 2001.
Asia is now home to some of the fastest-growing AIDS epidemics in the world. This is primarily due to sharp
increases in HIV infections in China, Indonesia and Viet Nam. In the Pacific, the HIV prevalence rate has reached
1 among women attending antenatal clinics in Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea. High levels of sexually
transmitted infections, which indicate increased risk for HIV, have also been doc-umented in Samoa and
Vanuatu. As we have seen in the Caribbean, even a small number of infections can have a dramatic impact on
small islands populations. Although the national HIV prevalence in China and India is low: 0. 1 in China and
between 0. 4 and 1. 3 in India - a closer look reveals that both have ex-tremely serious epidemics in a number of
provinces, territories and states. And lets keep in mind that because the region accounts for 60 of the worlds
population, even relatively low HIV prevalence translates into millions of lives. While less than 1 of adults in India
are...
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