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CASCADE BOOKS, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Erik Erikson, best known for his life-cycle theory and concept of
the identity crisis, proposed that we are comprised of a number of selves. In several earlier books, including At
Home in the World, Donald Capps has suggested that the emotional separation of young children--especially
boys--from their mothers results in the development of a melancholy self. In this book, Capps employs Erikson s
assignment of an inherent strength to each stage of the life cycle and proposes that the life-enhancing
strengths of the childhood years (hope, will, purpose, and competence) are central to the development of a
resourceful self, and that this self counters the life-diminishing qualities of the melancholy self. Focusing on
Erikson s own writings, Capps identifies the four primordial resources that Erikson associates with childhood--
humor, play, dreams, and hope--and shows how these resources assist children in confronting life s diDiculties
and challenges. Capps further suggests that the resourceful self that develops in childhood is central to Jesus
own vision of what we as adults may become if we follow the lead of little children. Capps oDers the reader an
in-depth and insightful study of how children develop resourceful selves that reflects his five-decades-long
scholarly conversation with the works of Freud and Erikson. This work demonstrates Capps s own creative way
of seeing things and the artistry of a mature pastoral theologian. --Carol L. Schnabl Schweitzer, Union
Presbyterian Seminary, Richmond, VA With unsurpassed precision and characteristic hope, Donald Capps
coaxes from Erik Erikson s clinical essays on children and young people a battery of psychospiritual resources
for countering threats of the melancholic self. The reader closes this book with renewed vigor, encouragement,
and good cheer...
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