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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****Mrs. Costello had felt it a kind of reprieve when she heard from
Mr. Strafford that they might delay their journey safely for a month. The sober middle age which had come
upon her before its time, as her life rolled on out of the anguish and tumult of the past, made home and
quietness the most desirable things on earth to her, and her health and spirits, neither yet absolutely broken,
but both strained almost to the extent of their endurance, unfitted her for the changes and excitements of long
travel. So she clung to the idea of delay with an unacknowledged hope that some cause might deliver them
from their present terrors, and yet suffer them to remain at Cacouna. In the meantime all went on outwardly as
usual. The duties and courtesies of every-day life had to be kept up, - the more carefully because it was not
desirable to attract attention. Besides, Mrs. Costello felt that an even flow of occupation was the best thing for
Lucia, whom she watched, with the keenest and tenderest solicitude, passing through the shadow of that
darkness which she herself knew so well.
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