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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The Predominant Issue Each of the two great
parties in the present campaign is trying to force on the other a predominant issue to which the other will not
agree. The predominant issue, not for a campaign or a year, is expansion and all that goes with it. It will not be
settled by speeches or votes. It will have to work itself out in history. The political history of the United States for
the next fiCy years will date from the Spanish war of 1898. The attempt to absorb into the body politic of the
United States communities of entirely foreign antecedents, nationality, religion, language, mores, political
education, institutions, - in short, of a diEerent culture and social education from ours, must be regarded as a
far more serious venture than it is now popularly supposed to be. Out of it will arise one question aCer another,
and they will be of a kind to produce political convulsions amongst us. The predominant issue, in a far wider
sense than the wranglings of a presidential campaign, is how to let go of what we seized. No discussion such as
occurs in a campaign ever clears up an issue; for one reason, because the discussion is carried on, not to get at
the truth or wisdom of the case, but to win a party victory. It is an interesting study to notice how such a
discussion results in set phrases and stereotyped assertions which bar the way to any real understanding of the
issue. Let it be our object now to try to define the issue under expansion, imperialism, and militarism, which
stands before the American...
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