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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** Excerpt from A Discourse on the Law of Retaliation: Delivered in
the New Brick Church, February 6, 1814 Ye have heard that it hath been said, an eye for an eye, and a tooth for
a tooth. That law we find in the 21st chapter of Exodus. It may be proper to inquire, how that law was
understood? How it was executed under the Hebrew government? Is that law still in force? What appears to
have been the mind of Christ with respect to it? Will the doctrine of retaliation, as understood by the Hebrews,
comport with the spirit of the christian religion? Correct and proper answers to these, or such like questions,
will give the information which we seek on the subject now before us. The law to which Jesus directed the
attention of his hearers, in the text we are now considering, is repeated in the 24th chapter of Leviticus. If a man
cause a blemish in his neighbour, as he hath done, so shall it be done unto him. Breach for breach, eye for eye,
tooth for tooth. As he hath caused a blemish in a man, so shall it be done to him again. This is the law to which
Jesus called the attention of his disciples, and the people, who were at that time assembled to hear him. This
law seems to require, or, at least, permit the judge to inflict the same evil, in kind and degree, upon the guilty
person, which the guilty person had inflicted on another. This is what is generally called retaliation. It is not only
rendering evil for evil, but it is rendering the same kind...
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